REMARKS   AXD    OCCURRENCES   IN   A

JOURNEY FROM ALEPPO TO BASSORA,

BY THE WAY OF THE DESERT

By William Beawes, Esqr.

B

E IXG resolved upon passing from Aleppo to Bassora,
and meeting with an agreeable companion, one Mr.
Robert Golightly, of the same intention, we solicited
advice from the Gentlemen of our factory1 and several
itinerant merchants of the country, concerning the various
routes and were informed as follows.
IST. From Aleppo with a Caravant to Mosul and thence
down the Tugris to Bagdat and Bassora. This is the common
route of merchants and travellers, but has these inconveniences.
Firstly, the journey to Mosul is often tedious, the Caravan
loitering at places on the road, either to procure the vent of
merchandize, and fresh freight, or to avoid the Gordeens2
who frequently plunder or oblige them to the expence of a
guard where the passes are dangerous. Secondly, the water
carriages from Mosul to Bagdat being only supported by
skins swelled by the induction of air, they sometimes burst
and several accidents have happened3.
2D. From Aleppo to Bir, only four days journey, where
a sort of boats are procurable and will cost each from Bir
down the Euphrates to Hilla about 60 dollars, and at Hilla are
found very commodious vessels for proceeding to Bassora.
N.B. If a traveller chuses to see Bagdat in his way, he
must land some leagues higher than Hilla, at a place that is
only half a days journey over to that city, being a very narrow
pass between the two rivers 4.
This passage from Bir to Bassora is performed in about
20 days and would be the pleasantest and most commodious
1 "The Factory* comprised the offices and residences of the members
of the stsd? of the ' Levant Company.*
3  Kurds.
* Kelek, or raft laid o\Ter Inflated skins.
4  Falluja: the usual point of disembarkation, 35 miles from Baghdad.